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4 ILLIAN ° FRANCES CHINN (Fran) was born 18 November

1885 in San Francisco. Grover Cleveland had just been

elected President of the United States. She was the only
child of Thoma8 Withers Chinn (18531913), and Lillie Belle
Smoot (¢.18601920). No information is availablon her formative
years other than she attended a boarding school in Berkeley during
her teens. She appears to have been well educated and was an
accomplished pianist, no doubt a prerequisite for all -tuedtd
young ladies in the late nineteenth centigr father was from a
prominent Louisiana plantation family. While her mother's lineage
has a question mark, she was reared in a family from Virginia who
would have also had traditional southern values.
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RECORDER'S OFFICE, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIT. Recorder's Note
AFFIDAVIT OF BIRTH THIS IS NOT A
BIRTH CERTIFICATE

PERSONAL STATISTICAL PARTICULARS

O The recording of this document does not vouch f ruth of any of atements alleged

Full Name of Child... LILLIAN FRANCES CHINN Birthplace... Baton Rouge, La.

November 18, 1885 Occ on at Child's RirgnCcOmmission Merchant

Date of

San Francisco, California o .
Place of Birth o FFull Maiden Name of Mother... LILLIE BELL SMOOT

Sex of Child Female tesidence at Child’s Birth.San_Francisco, Californie

THOMAS WITHERS CHINN Age at Child's Birth...... 2%
White

Full Name of Father.

San Francisco, California

Residence at Child’s Birth Color or Race

Age at Child’s Birth. 32 _ Birthplace. Alexandria, Va.
€ I

White Occupation at Child’s Birth..House wife

Color or Race

e of this child, who was born on th

I HEREBY CERTIFY that I am the
ROSELLE S. ROBERTSON ; Address 2377 E-23rd, St,, Oakland, Calif.

July 19 41 State of Californias,County of Santa Clara
: | AR

Affiant

Dated

9th ..day of ..July : 4 1okl

Subscribed and sworn to before me this

(SEAL) 3 s "E“L MCGRQDY’ f Calif Notary Publ

ﬁgcoaditii%g réguggg ﬁrdgrgéeéoéggzggg, }Sii'e:é igemgn.pggt ?6“1\‘.’&. Rl
7 . ol.

F%7 Compared -- Book Compared -- Document

Franodés Affidavit of Birth dated 19

Fran at boarding school, Berkeley, ¢.1900
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Fran was an only child whose parents were divorced about 1897. A yeaandate
mother married Jackson T. Pendegast in ArizédaSee Chapter 11: The Chinn Famil} 8
generation, Thomas Withers Chinn 185913).Even though Fran had no siblings and had to
contendemotionally and socially with divorced parents, she was nobwittelatives nearby.

As we shall see from the following pages she was surrounded by numerous aunts, uncles an
cousins on her mother's sil¢he Smoot famil§ in and around San Francisco.

She also maintained cont ache Bondimg dnd thee r
Burnetts with whom she had formed strong relationships.

J @

Franés signature c¢. 1900

Fran also kept in touch with her father, who lived in San Francisco, and his relations
who mostly lived in Louisiana, although one of her uncles, Fred&€mhkrad Chinn, the
optician, lived in Sacramento. Also her father's first caudolling Chinn Robertsa® had
moved to San Francisco and married her mother's sister Roselle Smoot.

In 1903 Fran met John (Jack) Henry Saundeneywere married at the Churdif Heavenly

Rest in New York City on 18 January 1805. John was the youngest son of James Douglas:
Saunders and Emily C. Brannan.

CSee Chapter 10 for more detail on Franoés

Signature in 1906

The Smoot Famil(}/
Fran's mother, Lilli& Belle Smoot was born between 1860 and 18&f&pending on what
record is considered the most accurate. The most logical déie 18" of Juy 1860 She
was the adopted daughter of Colonel David L. Smoot and his wife Laura, née Ritthiards.
believed that her biological father was Thomas Silliman Smoot, David's older brother, who
was shot to death in 1867 when Lillie Belle was about 7 yedrs

The Smoot family and its origins have been documented by Harry Wright Newman in
his published genealogyhe Smoots of Virginia and MarylanB8ome of the information in
this website conflicts with Federal U.S Census records, which themselves aabvags
100% accurate.

Researchers Sharon Hodges and the late Ruth Lincoln Kaye provided additional
information on the Smoot and Richards families from records a&léh@ndria Libraryand
the register and cemetery at St Paul's Episcopal Church in Allexan

Lillie Belle Smoot and Thomas Withers Chinn were distantly related, the common
ancestor going back eight generations to tH&cEntury.
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1% generation:

The original immigrant was WilliamSmute, born 1596 probably Scotlandand died 1670

in Charles County, MarylandOn arrival in America in 1633 he settled in Hampton, York
County. Hisfirst wife wasthe widowGrace Wood She was bor@ August 1601 in Essex,
England and diedl4 January 1888 in Maryland@hey hadhumerouschildren, two of whom
are relevant to this family history.

2nd generation:

1. Alice? Smootwas born 1640 and died 1701. Sharried John Chynn as his second
wife in 1680. He was first married tlizabeth Travers about 1660. John Chynn was
born 1640 in England and died 1688d is the direct ancestor of Thomas Withers
Chinn (1853 1913) who married LillieBell Smoot in 1882 in San Francisco.

2. CaptainThoma$d Smoot, born about 1634 iirginia and diel intestate in Charles
County,Marylandon 8 April 1668. Hemarried Jane Batton aboutl65%homas is
the direct ancestor of David L. Smoot who adopted Lillie Bell Smoot.

3" generation:

Thomag Smoot, sa of Thomas Smoot and Jane Batton, was born in Pickawaxoarétin
Charles County, Virginia in 1668le married Elizabeth Barton on 15 June 168& was

born 27 February 1671 and died 6 January 1T@dmas died about 1705. Thomas and Jane
had nine childen.

4" generation:

Charle§ Smoot, son of Thomas and Jane Barton Smoot was born ih7@adlcomico,
Marylandand died 20 March 1778. He was married three times. His second wife was Mary
Brandtwhom he married onl March 1742. She was born 1720 in Margladdlied 21 June
1766. Itwas this union which produced the descendants relevant here. Charles and Mary
produced four children.



5" generation:

Ensign Henley Smoot, son of Charles and Mary Brandt Smoot, was born about 1740 in
Trinity Parish, Charles Cotyy Marylandand died in 1811n Maryland He married Eleanor
Briscoe. She was the daughter of Hezekiah and Susannah (Wilson) Briscoe. Eleanor was
descendant of Dr John Briscoe who is reputed to have arrived in Maryland Arktvih
Leonard Calvert iri634. Henley and Eleanor had eight children.

6™ generation:

Rev. Charle$Smoot, son of Ensign Henley and Eleanor Smoot, was born 1771 in Trinity
Pari sh, Charles County, Virginia and died
member of the Snuai family to accept holy orders, being ordained a priest of the American
Episcopal Church in Maryland in 1793 by Bishop Claggett. In 1795 Charles married Anne
Edgerton who was born 25 December 1771 and died in 1816.was the daughter of
Charles Calvertand Mary Edgerton and was directly descended from Maryland's first
Colonial Governor, Leonard Calvert (c.160647), son of George Calvert and known as
Lord Baltimore. Charles and Anne had eight children.

7" generation:
Capt.Hezekiall Briscoe Smootson of the Rev. Charles Smoot and his wfee Edgerton,
was born 22 June 1805 in St Maryods County
brothers in Alexandria, Virginia and there became a butcHermarried Harriet McNeal on
3 August 1826 in JoppMaryland. She was born 1803 in St Mary's, Maryland.

Hezekiah Smoot died 24 November 1856 and was buried in the St Paul's Church
graveyard in Alexandria. His death was reported inAlezandria Gazettéhe next day.

DIED,

On the morring of the 21th inst., after a pain-
ful and lingering illness, which he bore with
christian fortitude, HEZEKIAH B. SMOOT,
aged 52 years. 7" The iriends and acquain-
tances of the deceased] are respectfully invited to
attend his funeral, from his late residence Fay-
ette street, this day at2 o'clock, . M.

Hezekiah's wife, HarrieMcNeal Smoot, died in Alexandria on 17 October 1894 aged 91
years. Her death was reported in lexandria Gazettep. 2, on 22 October.

DIED.

On Monday, October 22, 1894, at8:304
m . Mrs. HARRIET S8MOOT, widow of Capt.
Hezekiah Smoot, in the 91st year of her ags.
Relatives and friends of the family are in-
vited to attend the funeral services ay the
residences of ler daughter, Mrs. Susan Smoot,
corner Duke and 8t. Asaph streets, to-morrow

('I‘.umdly? 'aftenzoon at 4 o’clock. Interment
private, No flowers,

Hezekiah and Harriet Smoothad seven children and we know of five.

8" generation:
1. Susafl Ann (Susie)Smoot was born 26 Mag827 and died 3 March 1928he
married heffirst cousin Charles Calvert Smatiton 3 October 184. He was born 15
August 1826and died ¥ May 1884.Charles was the son of Charles Calvert Smoot Sr



(1798 1867), Hezelkah Smoot's older brother, and Sarah Walters Bryan (1803
1845). Susan and Charles Smbatieight children.

1795
Rev. Charles Smoot = Ann Edgerton
17711805 ‘ 1777 1810
| 1823 | 1826
Charles Calvert Smoot Sr =  Sarah W. Bryan Hezekiah Smoot = Harriet McNeal
1798 1867 1803 1845 1805 1856 1803 1894
1854
Charles Calvert Smoot Jr = Susan Ann Smoot
1826 1884 1827 1921

Major JameSRichard Smoot was born 17 January 1828lexandria,
Virginia and died 3 November 1902 in Culpep@e&unty, Virginia. 7 -
He married Anna G. Crittenden on 27 Ma863.They had six childrel J o T
James served with the Confederate States Army from 1862 to 18¢

Thoma& Silliman Smoot was born 182td died 20 June 1867

He married Sarah (Sallie) E. @reson 22 November 185%he was

born aboutl837in Alexandria, Virginiaand was the daughter of Enoch and Mary
(Harrington) Grimes.Thomasand Sarah are reported to have five children. The 1860
census, enumeratedAlugust, listed only twehildren

A. Mary’ C. "Molly" McNeal Smoot wadorn 1 Februaryl857in Alexandria,
Virginia and died 1915. She married Lewis Andrew Tucker on 12 May 1877.
He was born about 1850 and died 1900. They had six children.

B. Isobef Smoot was born 1858 Alexandria, Virginia and died 1870.
It's possible, a third child, a two week old baby was not counted:

C. Lillie °®Belle Smootwas born 16 July 1860. She was later adopted by
Thomas's younger brother, David L. Smoot. Lille would have bebnsenen
years old when her father was murdered. More on Lillie Belle further on.

An obituary notice in thélexandria Gazett®n the 2% October 1862 indicated a
fourth child:

D. Jame&Grimes Smoot was born 22 December 1861 and died 27 @ctobe
1862, aged 10 months.

DIED
This morning at his grandfather's, Maple Grove, near the
Ivy Hill Cemetery, JAMES GRIMES, only son of Thomas
and Sallie E. Smoot, aged 10 months and 5 days. The fri ends
and acquaintances of the family are respectfully invited to
attend his funeral, at 2 o'clock, to -morrow evening.
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By 1870 both Thomas and Sarah had died and the Census of that year reported the
children Mary and Isobel living with éah's parents, Enoch and Mary Grimes,
together with another child:

E. Alabamd "Allie" Smoot wasborn 20 December 1864 and died 20 February
1950 ofBasilar Tumur of Brain due to Bronchopneumor8ae married
Morgan Wise Wilkinson in 1891. Heas born 15 February 1862 and died 12
December 1952 in Richmond, Virginia.

Enoch Grimes, Sarah Smoot's father died Friday, 21 November 1892. His death
reported in thé\lexandria Gazettéhe next day.

DEATH OF A FORMER ALEXANDRIAN.
—Mr, Enoch Grimes, for many vears
a citizen of this place, died at Occo-
quan, on Friday last. My, Grimes will
be remembered by all of our older cit-
izens, For many years be conducted
‘the tinning business in Alexandria on
the site of what is now known as the
Reform Club Hall on South Fairfax
Street. For a long time he had been
engaged in agricultural pursuits.

-

The violent death of Thomas Smab

The following article from thélexandria GazetteJune 21, 1867, p.3, is a condensed
version of one printed in thdlational Intelligencerthe same day, and included
with a follow-up in the publicatiorMurder & Mayhem, Criminal Conduct in Old
Alexandria, Virginia, 17491900by T. Michael Miller.

HORRIBLE TRAGEDY IN WASHINGTONi DEATH OF AN ALEXANDRIAN i About
two o'clock yesterday afternoon the citizens of the Fourth Ward, residing in the vicinity of
Sixth and K streets, were startled at fmeinds of pisteshots in house No. 223 Sixth Street
west, next to the corner of K Street north. A few moments after a man attired in a drab suit,
was observed to leave the house and proceed rapidly down Sixth Street toward the avenue.
Cries of murdewere heard, and, upon entering the house, the neighbors were shocked to see
lying on the floor of a room in the second story the body of Thomas S. Smoot, with the blood
and gore oozing from two pistol shot wounds in the head. Inquiry led to theogeaesit of
the following facts:

Henry Johnson, a butcher, about fefiyr years of age, whose place of business is
in Georgetown, learning that his wife was in the habit of stopping at a house on Sixth Street,
had for some time past suspected raprbper intimacy on her part with Mr. Thomas Smoot,
who was formerly in his employ. He watched the premises, and yesterday afternoon, knowing
the room, and that Smoot and his wife were there together, entered the house and went to their
room, where & found Smoot lying in the bed, his wife sitting on the edge of the bed and
holding Smoot's hand. Without a moment's warning, he deliberately fired three shots at
Smoot, two of which took effect in his head, and death ensued about twenty minutes afte

The room where this shocking tragedy took place is about seven feet in width and as
many in length, and was over the hall entrance to the building. When Johnson entered the
room Smoot raised himself up from the bed, when the shots were firethkomg effect just
over the right corner of the right eye and the other on the left side of the lower jaw.

Coroner Woodward was summoned to hold an inquest. Various witnesses were
examined before the jury who testified that Smoot under the nadwhoton, and passing as
the husband of Mrs. J. had been occupying a room in the house where the killing took place
for five or six monthg that Mrs. J. herself always represented Smoot as her husband, saying
that she had been married before, bet Isad left her first husband on account of ill treatment
etc. The jury returned the following verdict: "That the said Thomas Smoot came to his death
in the city of Washington, on the ®@ay of June 1867, by means of a pistol shot discharged
by Heny Johnson."



Henry Johnson's statement at the station house is substantially as follows:

That Thomas Smoot has been in his employ as a butcher for some time, and that he
had assisted him in various ways in business; that the intimacy between Smodt wifd h
had often attracted his attention, but he never suspected anything criminal in their
acquaintance until recently. He had accidentally discovered their place of meeting at the house
on Sixth Street, and that yesterday he was satisfied that his remgat suspicions were
correct from evidence which he saw while watching the window.

He knew that Smoot was in the room, and shortly after two o'clock he saw his wife
enter the house, and then saw her in the same room where Smoot was. There was no
hindrarce to his entering the house, he passed up stairs, and on opening the door found his
wife sitting on the edge of the bed, and Smoot had been lying down, but arose at the surprise,
and reached toward the bureau, when he fired the fatal shots.

* Mr. Smoot, our reporter was informed, was thifiye years of age, and his wife and four
children reside in Alexandria. He served as a sergeant in tleVirginia infantry,
Confederate army. His brother arrived here last evening, and at the conclusion of the
Cororer's inquest took charge of the body, which was taken to Alexandria for interment.

Mrs. Johnson left the house as soon as Smoot was shot, and has not since been heard
from. It does not appear that her husband offered her any violence, or that he egdo $prk
from the time that he entered the room until they separated at the door of the house. She is
reported to be a large woman, with course features, large nose, and black hair. She has three
childreni a daughter married who is a widow, and two bogsdanine and eleven years.
Henry Johnson is a mild pleasant looking man, with sandy complexion and light blue eyes,
and shows but little of the resolution in his features that has marked the premeditated
homicide.

The affair created great excitement tgbout the cityi Nat. Intel.

Mr. Smoot's body was brought to this city on the eight o'clock boat this morning,
conveyed in a hearse to the residence of his wife, on the corner of Wilkes and Pitt street, and
will be buried tomorrow. Alexandria Gazettelune 21, 1867, p.3)

HENRY JOHNSON, charged with the murder of Thomas Smoot, on Thursday last was
brought from jail in Washington, on Saturday on a writ of habeas corpus, issued by Judge
Wylie, the object being to effect his discharge on balil, if possiging to the absence of

two very important witnesses, the case was postponed until this morning at 10 o'clock, and the
prisoner was remanded to jail until that timélekandria GazetteJune 24, 1867, p.3.)

* The article in theAlexandria GazetteaidThomas Smoot, his wife arklVE children
resided in Alexandri a. T, Mi ¢ FRQUREhildsn.l | er 6 s

TheNational Intelligencer25 June 1867, p.3:

The Case of Henry JohnsonBail Refused

Yesterday morning the proceedirigghe case of Henry Johnson, the party who
killed Thomas S. Smoot, were resumed before Justice Wylie, and the principal witnesses
examined. The evidence was not materially
jury, and at the conclion of the examination the Court ordered the prisoner to be remanded
to jail to await the action of the grand jury.

Judge Wylie said that in a case where a man comes home to his house and finds his
wife and an adulterer in criminal intercourse tifsi not excusable, yet there is palliation if he
takes the adultereroés |ife, and the Court w
circumstances. But in a case like this, the woman is more to blame than her paramour. No
man will approach aistuous married woman. The lure must by first thrown out by her.

In this instance the parties lived in Georgetown, This woman came over to
Washington and hired this room, and was in the habit of resorting to it with Smoot, and was
absent from herwn home sometimes as long as from Monday morning till Saturday night.
This room was engaged as long ago as last fall, and was thus occupied all winter, and until
this occurrence, she being there almost constantly with the deceased. We cannot til at wh
time the suspicions of the husband were excited, but must suppose it to have been at an early
day if he was a sensible man. It is not to be supposed she could be absent from her home for
so great a length of time without his making inquiry as batshe was doing. It was his duty
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to do so. It appears that on the day before this occurrence Johnson met Sawyer, the proprietor
of the housémet him in Seventh strdetnd told him he had seen him come out of that house,
and had made inquiry and astined that he was the proprietor, and asked him whether his
wife and Smoot were not in the habit of going there. Sawyer replied that they were, and then
there, and requested him not to go there that day because Mrs. Sawyer was sick. He replied
tha he would not that day, but would do so the next day, when he would go in and bid them
good day and go away. All that was very sensible, if he had followed out that line of conduct,
and he would have escaped this dilemma and danger. But it seethe thext day, after
having had time to sleep upon it and deliberate, he did go to the house, and, as described, in a
smiling and gooéhumored manner proceeded to the room, opened the door, and shot the
deceased three times. This is a case of toohnaeliberation and coolness to admit to bail.
The prize for which the crime was committed was utterly worthless, and was evidently so
regarded by him. It is a different case from one where a man comes home to his castle and
finds the wife and an attarer together. In such a case the Court would not hesitate to grant
bail, but in this case the prisoner knew that his wife was meeting her paramour in another
house, and he had acted with deliberation and coolness. He had a good character, Hus tru
that would not avail. It would not do for a man to go about with pistols after a worthless
woman and an adulterer, under circumstances such as have been described in the present
instance. The prisoner is remanded.

Upon hearing the decigioof the Court Johnson betrayed great emotion, and shed
tears profusely. He was attended by a number of friends, and accompanied by them to the jail,
in charge of Warden Brown.

TheNational Intelligencer14 February 1868, p.3:

Trial of Henry Johnson

The trial of Henry Johnson for the murder of Thomas Smoot was resumed yesterday
morning in the Criminal Court. The court room was filled with spectators.

The case was open for the prosecution by Assistant District Attorney Wilson, who
presentedhe main points in a brief statement. Mr Davidge announced that the defence would
reserve their opening.

The first witness examined was Dr. Charles Bowen, who was called to attend Smoot
after he had been shot, and stated the nature of the woumdimeddy him.

Dr. A. Behrend, the next witness, gave testimony to the same effect as the preceding
witness.

The principal witness was Aholiab Sawyer, who occupied the house where the
murder was committed, on Sixth street, near K. Officer Thddme®d also gave his testimony
in reference to the prisoner coming to the Central Guard House and delivering himself up, on
the afternoon the deed was committed.

T. W. Jones, Esq., a member of the bar, was the last withess examined, and after
somedi scussion as to the admissibility of hi
today.

TheNational Intelligencerl5 February 1868, p.3:

The Trial of Henry Johnson

The examination of witnesses for the prosecution was finished yestenddyjsrict
Attorney Carrington concluded by submitting as evidence two deeds made by the prisoner in
favour of his wife, in contemplation of separation.

Mr. Davidge then addressed the jury in behalf of the prisoner, presenting briefly the
line of evidence which the defence would offer.

Henry B. Walker, Bladen Forrest, C. D. Welch, Riley A. Shian, Robert White, and
M. V. Buckey testified as to the former good character of the prisoner for peace and
amiability.

F. J. Brooks testified thdte knew Smoot, and had heard him say he went armed for
Johnson, intending if he crossed his path to be prepared for him.

The District Attorney subjected this witness to a rigid cresamination, but was
unable to weaken the strength of his evideimcfavour of the prisoner.

After an examination of a number of witnesses, to prove the relation existing
between Johnson and his wife the day prior to the tragedy, the defence announced that they
were ready to submit the case without argument.



Mr. Wilson said the prosecution would prefer to argue the case, and submitted
several prayers to the Court, which were the subject of argument when the court adjourned.

The National Intelligencer,l7 February 1868, p.3:

The Trial of Henry Johnsoni He is Acquitted

On Saturday in the Criminal Court the trial of Henry Johnson for the murder of
Thomas Smoot was finished, the jury renderi
announcement was received with marked demonstrations of applausddrg¢herowd
assembled to hear the result of the trial. The officers of the court promptly checked this, and
Mr. Davidge, the senior counsel for the prisoner, moved the discharge of his client. It was so
ordered by the Court, and Mr. Johnson ackmalgked his thanks both to the Court and jury,
and received the congratulations of a large number of his friends. He then left theoooaurt
in company with his friends.

No doubt the jury was influenced by the evidence of Mr. F. J. Brooks who alleged
that Smoot was armed and prepared for Johnson and the instructions given to them
before they retired to consider their verdict:

If the jury shall find that the prisoner fired the fatal shot under the provocation of
finding the deceased in adulterongeircourse with his wife, he is guilty of manslaughter,
unless the jury shall find that when the shot was fired the prisoner entertained a reasonable
apprehension ofloss of life or great bodily harm, from which it would be more dangerous to
attemp to retreatthan to stand his ground.

If the jury shall find the prisoner entertained such apprehension and that under all the
circumstances the same was reasonable, then the prisoner is not guilty either of murder or
manslaughter.

000

Thomas Smot's funeral notice appeared in thlexandria Gazetten Friday, 21 June
1867.

DIED.

; FuNErAL Noricr.—The funeral of Thos,

1 S. Smoot will take ﬁ ace to-morrow, Saturday,
morning, at 9 o’clock, from his late residen ce,
corner Wilkes and Pitt streets.

Sarah Smoot, Thomas's widow, together with her children then appears to move into
the home of her parents, Enoch and Mary Grimes. The following year on 14 April
1868 Sarah Grimes Smoot died. She was said to be 31 years of age. A notice of her
passing was printed in tiidexandria Gazettéhe following day.

OBITUARY.

At the residence of her father, Enoch Grimes,
eq., on April 14th, at 9 a. m., Mrs. SARAH E.
SthOT, in the 31st year of her age, after a
long and painful illness, which was borne with
christian fortitude, and which ended in the
bright smile of religious triumph. 2@~ Funeral
on April 16th, at 3'p. m.

The Alexandria Gazettgersion of the story said that Thomas Smoot and his wife and
four childrenlived in Alexandria, while theNational Intelligencerreported five
children. In 1867 when Thomas was murdered there were three children living that
we know of: Mary, Isobel and Alabama. Their son James had died in 1862.
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The fifth child of Thomas andSarah Grimes Smoot is believed to be Lillie
Belle Smoot who was adopted by Thomas?©o
wife Laura.

Maria® Smoot was born 24 July1832 and died 28 March 1889. Not married.

David® Lowe Smootthe fifth andyoungest child of Hezekiah Briscoe Smoot and his
wife Harriet E. McNeal, was born in Alexandria, Virginia 1 October 1835. David
qualified as an attorney and counsellor at Law on Hel@y of
November 1858.

Less than two months later, at the ag@®&fon 26 January f -
1859, David was married to Laura W. Richards by the Rev. James!
T. Johnston of St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Alexandria. Laura#
Wingfield Richards was born 25 May 1837 and baptised at j;,.j/_,-"
Paul's Church on 8 October 1837. Laura was thegdter of 5
William B. Richards and his wife PriscillaRef.: St. Paul's Register).

Laura W. $oot
née Richards

William B. Richards, a gentleman farmer, was born in 1793. The 1850
Census records his age as 57, his wife Priscikad®gand with children Williandr.,
age 19 aura, age 13 and Adelaide age 9. St Paul's Cemetery records show William
died 7 January 1879 aged 80. Later Census records and the St Paul's Registry shov
that William and Priscilla had thirteen childreAdelaide, Ann Eliza, Edith, Eva,
Flora, Georgel.aura, Martha, Norman, Orlando, Oscar, Priscilla and William.

David Smoot and his family left Alexandria for California in July 1876. News of their
departue was announced in tiddexandria Gazetten 31 July 1876.

Captain David L, Smoot, with his family, left
here on Saturday night for San francisco, Cai ,
where he wiil reside in future. Captain Smoot
is a gontleman of much popularity and logal
abiiity, and our citizens regret to lose him from
amongst them, but wish him abundant success
and prosgperity in his new homae.

William B. Richards died January 7, 1874is death was reported in tAdexandria
Gazetteon 8 January879 (Page 3, Reel 136, Alexandria Library).

At Staunton, Va, Janua ry 7t at2 p.m.

Mr. WILLIAM BURTON RICHARDS , Of

This city, in the 80 th year of hisage. E His

Friends and acquaintances are invited to attend

His funeral, from the residence of L. O. «
No. 163 Prince street on Thursday, Jan. 9th, at

11 a.m. @ [Southern Churchman copy]
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Davi d S mo ein-lans Priscitat Ricleardseither accompanied Davibdis wife
Laura and his children to San Francisir she came across after hesband died in
1879. Priscilla Richards died 24 October 1884 in San Rafael atdpe of 85.

Her passing was reported in thaily Alta on 31 October.

RICEARDS—-In San
Bie Ry Rafsel, October 21, Mrs. Priscilla

During the Civil War David served with téonfederate States ~ +
of America (CSA).He was commissioned an officer in the’
Virginia Alexandria Light Artillery Batteryon 17 Apr 1861. Then 7, ./
he was promoted to full 2nd Lieutenant on 29 iIApB62 and ¢
promoted to full Captain on 28 Q@iter 1862. David was /
mustered out on 23 Jaary 1864.

A short biography of David L. Smoot wagsovided byThe Bay of San Francisco
Vol. 1, p.442, 1892 under the headiBgn Francisco County Biographiesubmitted
by Nancy Pratt Melton:

D. L. Smoot was a native of the Old Dominion, being born in Alexandria (Virginia). Father:
Capt. Chas Smoot, sea faring man. Married Miss McNeal of the old -tiom®red Scottish
family of McNeals. She is still living, in Alexandria, Virginia, at the advanced age of 87
years, in the house where Gen. Lafayette was entertained upon his visittutitry in
1832; she is the granddaughter of Baron McNeal, who was beheaded in Scotland for having
participated in the | ast attempt to put t h
occurred in lllinois in 1846, at the advanced age ofyiafs.

D. L. Smoot who was born in 1835 received his education in Virginia; pursued his
legal studies in Maryland and Virginia, and after passing tixaeninations, was admitted to
the bar in October 1858. He engaged in the practice of lawharfdltowing year was elected
City Attorney. At the expiration of his term he waselected. He practised his profession
there until the breaking out of the [Civil] war, when he enlisted and served in the Confederate
army, holding commission of Cagih of Light Artillery. After the close of the war he returned
to Alexandria and resumed the practice of law and secured a large and successfuldbusiness
being elected City Attorney agai nlulyBmndeaft e
cameto California and settled in San Francisco, asidce then for the past fifteen years he
has practised his profession in this city. In 1879 he was elected District Attorney of the city
and county of San Francisco.

David L. Smoot
1835 1900
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David® Lowe Smoot died 12 February 1900His obituary was printed in th®an
Francisco Chronicleon 13 February. A copy of this obituary was also found in
Thoras Wi thers Chinnbs scrapbook.

DEATH OF COLONEL DAVID L. SMOOT

was District Attorney of San Francisco, died this morning at the resi-

dence of his daughter in East Oakland Death was due to paralysis,
from which the Colanel had been a sufferer for three years past. He had been
compelled to give up all thought of business, In an effort to regain his health
Colonel Smoot about three years azo purchased a home In Haywards, where
he has since been residing unti! within the last few months. The stroke of
paralysis which caused his death was the third which had overtaken the old
gentleman, and, while he seemed torally from the others, the improvement
was by no means permanent,

Colanel Emoot was born in Alexandria, Va., October 1, IRE. Early in life
he took up the study of law and followed the profession without interruption
except fqr the four years that he spent In the Confederate Army. where he
recelved his title of Colonel.. He came to 8an Francisco In 1578, and since that
time has continuously resided either in that city or its immadiate neighbor-
hood. FPolitically he was a Democrat, and In 1879 was elected on that ticket to
the office of District Attorney of Bau Francisco.

Colone! Smoot leaves a wife and five children—Mrs. W. C. Price, Mrs. F. A,
Herlin, Mr=. W. C. Robertson. Mr=. B. . Harvey and Calvert S8moot. who re-
cently graduated from the Theological S8eminary at Rochester, N. Y., and
who I8 now the pastor of the Baptist Church at BEugenes, Or. Assangements for
the funeral service have not yvet been completed, bul 1t is thought they will
be held Wednesday afternoon from the Centenninl Presuytertan Church

The deceased was a memberof the Musonic fraternity, hay ing been made a Ma-
son in Washington Lodge at Alexendria, and it is quite likely that the funeral
will be held under the ausplces of the local lodge of Musons, with which he
was affiifated.

0 AKLAND, February 12 —-Colone!l David L. 8moot, who from 1579 (o 183

Fran noted in her father's scrap book the names of two of David Smoot's daughte
still living at the time of his death and omitted from his obituary:

Mrs James Bleuel
Mrs Thomas W. Chinn.

Mrs JameBleuel is David's daughter Virginia who married Maurice James Bleuel.

For Franto write 'Mrs Thomas W. Chinhis an odd ristake tomake about her own
mother forwhen David Smoot died in February 1900, Fran's mother LillieeBeltl
been Mrslackson T. Pendegast for two years.
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The San Francisco Morning Callp. 9, col. 7 published a similar obituary the day
following David Smoot's death:

| COLONEL SMOOT
PASSES AWAY

| Oakland Office 8an Francisco Call,
| 1118 Broadway, Feb. 12,

Colonel David 8. Smoot, who was Dis«
trict Attorney of San IFrancisco nearly-a
quartar of o century ago,-died this afler-
noun Rt the resldence of hs son-In-law,
Benjamin Harvey, In East Oakland., The
deceased was BS years of age and had
been alling for several months,

Colone! Bmoot was born In Alexandris,
| Virginia, ana commanded a Confederate
regiment during the Clivil War. He came
to San Francisco in 1576, and three years
luter waus elected District Attorney. At
the expiration of his term he moved to
Oukland and practiced law untll three
i'caru ago, when he ceased and retired to
Tavwards,

The deceased leaves a widow, five
| daughters—>rs. M. J, Deril, Mrs. W. C.
Price, Mrs. ¥. A. Berlin, Mrs, W, C, Rob-
ertsan and Mrs., Denjamin Harvey—and
one son, Rev. Calvert C, Bmoot of Eu-
ene, Or. The funeral will take place
Vedneaday afternoon from_ Centennlal
Presbyterian Church, East Oakland, It
will be under the ausplces of thoe Ma-
sons, to which order the deceasned be-
longed.

This obituary names all six living children. Notably absent is Lillie Belle Smoot.

The Last Will and Testament of David L. Smoot was provided by Cathy Gowdy of
the Marin County Genealogic&ociety and is dated 17 April 1871, some 29 years
before his death.

In the name of God, Amen, |, D. L. Smoot ofeAandria, Va., being of sourahd disposing

mind and body and being daily admonished of the uncertasidydf life and the

inadequée provision made by Law for that wife who by the death of her husband is left the
sole protector of a family of chitdn do make this to be my lagill and testament, viz: To my

dear wife Laura W. Soot | give devise and bequeadii of my estate, real grsonal and
mixed; subject as a matter of course, to the payment of all just debts. With the request that no
securty shall be required of her,hHereby nominate and appoint my said wife exgx of this

my last will andtestament. Witness my hand andlskis 17" day of April A.D. 1871

D. L. Smoot
TheSan Francisco Call13 March 1900:
Estate of D. L. Smoot.
., March 12.—Laura W.
t filed for probate the will her
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Laura W. Smoot died 16 October 1902n East Oakland, California. She was 65
years old. Her death was reported in@sakland Enquirerp. 1, col. 5 the next day.

DIED.
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SMOOT~—In East Oakland, Oct. 16, 1902,
Laura W. wife of the late D. L.
Smoot, and mother of Mrs. M. J.
Bleuel. Mrs, W. C. Price, Mrs. F. A,
Berlin, Mrs, B. C. Robertson, C. Cal-
vert Smoot and Mrs. 1. B. Harvey,
a native of Alexandria, Va., aged 65
years, 4 month and 21 days.

Friends and acquaintances are re-
spectfully invited to attend funeral
services Saturday morning, Oct. 18,
1902, at 10 o’clock, at the resldence of
her daughfer; Mrs. B. C. Robertson,
Twenty-fmu-ti: avenue, above East
Twenty-tfourth street, East Oakland.
The casgket will be open to friends |
fram 9 to 10 a, m., and will not be |
opened during nor after the services,

This obituary lists all six living children. Notably absent again is Lillie Belle Smoot.

David® L. Smoot and his wife Laura, née Richartad ten children including one

adopted daughter:

A. Walter® C. Smoot was born January 1860 in Alexandria and died 31 March
1862. He was buried at St. Paul's Cemetery, Alexandria.

B. Lillie ° Belle Smoot (adopted) was born16 July 1860. While this is the date

Lillie B. Smoot Chinn
Pendegast
€.1860 1920

we will use here, there is some disparity in theords as
shown below. Lillie died 29 June in 1920 in San
Francisco. Josephine Smoot, wife of David Smoot's
grandson, Charles Calvert Smoot (100985) asserted
that Lillie Belle was the adopted daughter of David Smoot.
While there is no direct evidence dfiis, the source is
reliable given the close relationship of Charles Calvert
Smoot. Lillie was a shorstout woman, only five feet tall,

a stature inherited by her daughter Lillian Frances who
was the same height, though less robust.

The following is a summary of the various birth dates found in the records for

Lillie Belle Smoot:

Census for Alexandria, Virginia, enumerated 11 July, 1860:

D. L. Smoot
Laura W. Smoot
Walter C. Snoot

age 25 Lawyer
age 23
age 6 months (i.e. born Jan. 1860)

Census for Alexandria, Virginia, enumerated 13 June 1870:

D. L. Smoot
Laura W. Smoot
Virginia

Harriet

Priscilla

Rosella

Lilly Bell
Richards, P

age 34 Lawyer

age 32 Keeping House

age 7

age 5

age 2

age 9 moths

age 10 at school (i.e. born 1860)
age 69 at home (Mothem-law)
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The 1870 census for D. L. Smoot give her age as 10, thus born 1860.
The 1880 census for D. L. Smoot gives her age as 20 thus born 1860.
The 1890 census record is not available.

M mr rmy

E In 1898 she married Jackson T. Pendegast. The marriage licence states she is aged
30, thus born 1868.

E The 1900 census for Lillie B. Pendegast (spelt Peyadt) gives her age &4,
thus torn 1866.

E The 1910 census for Lillie B. Pendegast gives her age as 48, thus36@rn

E On 6 October 1915 on arrival in New Zealand Lillie completed and signed
a Certificate of Registration of American Citizen at the US Consulate in
Auckland. This certificate states her date of birth as 16 July 1867.

E In 1918 Lillie applied for an emergency passport in New Zealand. The
application states she was born 16 July 1866.

E On 29 June 1920 Lillie Belle died. Her death certificate stsite was agesd
years, 11 months and 13 days, thus born 16 July 1860. The informant was her
daughter Lillian Frances Saunders and one would think she would have known her
mot her 6s date of Dbirth.

Eln 1941 Lill i ed sesB8andgd)néeChinn, who lbasil8n Fr ;
November 1885, obtained &ffidavit of Birth This document states that her
mother, Lillie Bell Smoot, was aged 24 when her daughitex born. This gives
Lilliebébs year of birth as 1861.

David and laura Smoot's firdborn child, Walter C., who died 3March
1862, was born in January 1860. | f
certificate is correct 16 July 1860 then it is not possible for her to be the
child of Laura Smoot. Despite the confiig dates for her year of birth we can
reasonably assume that she was adopted sometime between 1860 June 187
by David and Laura Smoot.

Lillie Belle Smoot was first married to Thomas Withers Chinn (1853
1913) on 26 January 1882 in San FrancistoSee Chapter 11: The Chinn
Family, 8" generationDavi d Smoot , a fiocbe, Thomdsi e 6 s
Withers Chinn, were both descended from a common ancestor some 200 years
earlier. If Lillie Bell was a child of the murdered Thomas Smoot then she
woul d be he'fcouusbandoés 7

Thomas Wit her s Chandrthe érginatimmiggaottto a nc e st
America was John Chynn (1641692. His second wife was Alice Smoot,
daughter of William Smute (1596.1670) and Grace Wood and sister of

Thomas Smoot, the direct ancestor of David Smoot.

Lillie and Thomas W. Chinn had one child:

i.  Lillian *° Frances (Fran) Chinn,born 18 November 1885 in San
Francisco.



Chapter 12 LILLIAN® FRANCES CHINN 18857 1968 17

Lillie and Thomas were divorced around 1897. The followingyr ym 18 May

1898 she married Jackson T. Pendegast in Arizona. He is possibly the son of
or related to William Wirt Pendegast and his wife Henrietta. William Wirt
Pendegast was a wddhown attorney in the San Francisco and Napa areas.

= 72,7Mj

Signature in October 1917

Lillie Belle Smoot Pendegastlied in San Francisco 29 June 1920 aged 60.
The cause of death wasogressive pernicious anemi&he was cremated at

Mt. Olivet Cemetery three days later on tfielily. Her death and funeral

were announced in ttgan Fancisco ChronicleNote that the name

Pendegast is incorrectly spelt with an "r" in her death notice and also on her
death Certificate

i

. PENDERGAST—In this city. June 29, 1920,
Lille Smoot, beloved wife of Jackson T.
rendergast. mother o? Mrs. John H. Sauna-
ders, g mative of Virginia.

Frieads are invited to attend the funeral
taday, at 11 A. M.. from the parlors of Ash-
ley & McMullen, Geary st. and Sixth ave.
Interment. private,

18 August 1820

Women's suffrage in the United StatesThe legal right of women to vote, was
established over the course of several decdidstsin various states and localities,
sometimes on a limited basis, and then nationally in 1P 19th Amendment to thq

U.S. Constitution granted women the right to vote.

ON SAYS: .. |
Iol;% Woman Sufﬁ"'age> |
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